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even if I had no need to do it.     What I am
1 have done since I was                       of age.*JJ

Corancez's account of                             to the

epoch, "but extends over a longer           of

" I saw Rousseau constantly
during the last twelve years of his life.    My
is not to praise, nor to justify him ; but to                as

1 knew him, and to keep to those          of which 1

an  eye-witness.    It will be seen                     he

himself he had a rare simplicity; with the
ness, cheerfulness, kindliness and timidity of a
I remarked in Mm a very rare quality.    Throughout
the twelve years that I lived on intimate
him, 1 never heard him speak evil of any
Often when speaking of or mentioning certain
he would class them amongst his enemies; but         in

this case never, at least in my presence, did he
himself to enlarge upon this statement, either by
any imputation or by employing injurious terms. One
day I praised Diderot before him, and it is known the
hatred Diderot had for him. I added, that I found one
grave fault in him, that he did not make his
clear to others; and that I believed often it was not
clear even to himself. * Take care,' said Rousseau, * of
what you say ; when Diderot treats any subject and Ms
reader does not understand, the fault is not perhaps
Diderot's/ This is the only harsh thing he ever to
me. The day after Yoltaire was crowned at the Theatre
Frangais (only a brief time before the death of * both
these great men') one of those personages who must put
in their word everywhere, seeking no doubt to
Rousseau, began to relate to him the circumstances of
the ceremony, and allowed himself many mockeries about
this crowning, in the style such personages love to
employ. * What! * exclaimed Eousseau, with much
heat, * can you dare to blame the honours rendered to
Voltaire in his temple where he is the god; and by the
priests who for fifty years draw their living from his. In other words, Rousseau received in all
